3i4   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
intimate confidence and friendship between his
two Catholic rivals seemed at last to bring disaster
to Henry's very doors; for it was not concealed
that the first blow to be struck by the Catholic
confederacy was to be upon the schismatic heretic
who ruled England.
With Francis there was no more to be done;
for Henry and Brian, by their want of delicacy,
had between them deeply wounded all the possible
French brides and their families. But, at least,
Henry hoped that sufficient show of friendship
with Charles might be simulated to arouse Francis'
jealousy of his new ally. Henry therefore began
to sneer at the patched-up friendship, as he called
it.1 " And how about Milan ?" he asked the
French ambassador, knowing that that was the
still rankling sore; and soon he began to boast
more openly that he himself might have Milan by
the cession of it as a dower to Dom Luiz of Portugal,
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on his marriage with the Princess Mary; whilst
Henry himself married the young widowed Duchess
of Milan, Charles' niece, Christina of Denmark,
that clever, quick-witted woman, whose humorous
face lives for ever on the canvas of Holbein in the
and gave them all presents. But the French and imperial ambassadors
were in close touch one with the other, and themselves dined with the
ladies at Chelsea; having a good laugh with them at the farce that was
being played, which they quite understood. (Calendar Henry VIII.,
vol. 13, part 2.)
1 The terms of the arrangement were the maintenance of the status
quo ante, but were generally in favour of France, which retained Savoy
and some of the Lombard fortresses threatening Milan, that State, the
principal bone of contention, being still held by the Emperor's troops ;
but with a vague understanding that it might be given as a dowry to a
princess of the Emperor's house, if she married a French prince. The
latter clause was hollow, and never intended to be carried out, as Henry